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W
S FROM THE DIRECTOR

The Tuck Shop
As you may know, we have been looking for a business to take over the running of
the Tuck Shop when Peter D'Alton leaves next month. The deadline for tenders was

A Monday of this week and we were delighted to receive 21 of them.

WINDHOEK INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
A panel met to choose the most promising tenders and we eventually whittled an
initial short list of 11 down to five. Interviews have been taking place yesterday and
today and we will finish the process on Monday. I hope to be able to announce an

Dates to Remember appointment in next week’s newsletter.

Peter MacKenzie
September 2017

Director
e 28-10ct: JoMUN

October 2017 FINAL WEEK OF AFTERNOON ACTIVITIES

*  3-4: Secondary PTC UNTIL 16 OCTOBER
*  4-5: Primary 3-Way Conf.
. 6 Term 1 Ends Afternoon Activities will end on Friday this week (29th Sep).

Next week the SPT Conferences and Field Trips make
it unviable. We will start again on the 16th of October.

e 16: Start of Term 2

*  24: UN Day Assembly
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WEEKLY PUZZLER

' ' .

Congratulations to
Sarah Tibazarwa in 7B
for solving last week'’s
puzzler! Great job! The
solution can be found
here.

Here is the new puzzler:
You are given two
water containers. One
holds 4 litres and the
other holds 9 litres.
You have unlimited
water. You need to
measure exactly 6
litres of water. How
will you do it?

Answers can be
submitted to
pfarrell@wis.edu.na

New puzzles can also be

address.
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PRIMARY PRINCIPAL

The Three-Way Conference times have been posted on the blog.

29 September 2017

Last week your

child(ren) should have brought home an invitation for the conferences. Now comes

the preparation.

The children are preparing by reviewing and selecting the work

they would like to share during the conferences. They are thinking about what they
are doing well and what areas they'd like to improve. It is important for parents to

prepare for the conferences as well.

before, during and after the conferences:

Here are some suggestions that you can do

BEFORE DURING AFTER
e Discuss the conference Turn your e Discuss goals set with your
with your child: What is cell phone off child and monitor progress
going well in school? or put your towards achieving goals.
What would make school phone on

better?

e Make notes of questions
you'd like to ask about
your child’s progress.

e Make notes of concerns
that may need to be
discussed at a separate
conference.

silent so that
you can devote your full
attention to your child.

Siblings should not be
part of the conference.
They may wait outside the
classroom or in another
area of the room.

Show interest in your
child’s work.

Allow your child to speak.

Direct questions to your
child and about your
child’s work.

Contribute your goals for
your child.

Be relaxed and help your
child to feel relaxed.

Enjoy this undivided time
with your child.

At the end of the
conference, if needed,
make another
appointment with the
teacher.

Continue to encourage your
child.

Communicate with the
classroom or the single
subject teacher with any
concerns, questions or
follow-up on points discussed
during the conference.

I look forward to seeing you next week during the conference days. Remember that

Regards,
Beth Smith

] Thursday is a not a normal school day for Primary students.
submitted to the same conferences to be a positive and informative experience.

I hope you find the



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jPaTA7yyohXTywMrenvWLJDQ9qbbuDVsj7rIn9oiFdY/edit
mailto:pfarrell@wis.edu.na
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jPaTA7yyohXTywMrenvWLJDQ9qbbuDVsj7rIn9oiFdY/edit
mailto:pfarrell@wis.edu.na
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SECONDARY PRINCIPAL

Parents: What do you look for first when you receive your child’s report?

If you ask any parent if they are interested in their child’s progress at school, they will of course say ‘yes’. But
what do parents want to see? Grades? Praise? Content covered? Strengths and weaknesses?

We are currently in the process of reviewing our reporting procedures. At the moment, parents get a detailed
report at the end of each semester, outlining the student’s strengths and areas in need of improvement. A
grade is awarded for achievement and one for effort. Does this really reflect the child’s real ability? Or does it
comment more on what the teacher thinks the child is achieving?

Traditionally, we report on content areas the child is expected to master. Does he get 50% right in the questions
we ask or 83%? This is, however, no longer the main aim in equipping young people with the necessary skills for
learning.

In Secondary School, we are implementing an approach called “Approaches to Teaching and Learning” where
the following three components are integrated around the learner, the teacher and the guardian/parent: WHAT
do we want to learn? HOW best will we learn? - How will we KNOW what we have learned? It is not about
learning mere facts, but rather about learning the skills to be able to use what we have learnt in a different
situation. The IB has identified 5 different categories of skills that we want
our young people to learn:

If we can equip our youth with these skills, we will have succeeded in guiding
and preparing them to become independent and compassionate learners.

In our future reporting to parents about their child(ren)’s progress, we will
attempt to refer more to the ability of the learner to acquire these skills
rather than merely passing on facts and content learnt in lessons. This is a Communication
process that needs all participants in the learning environment (learners, Skills
teachers, parents/guardians) to be open and accepting of the change of
“learning” and will take time to settle in our everyday teaching and learning
routines.

Regards,
Maggie Reiff

CAS Project

Méreson Classical Fundraising

CAS stands for Creativity, Action and Service and it is a programme within the IBDP. Each student is to
participate in an activity for each strand, i.e. activities that include creativity, action, and service. Additionally,
students are required to plan a project; this project should include at least two of the CAS strands.

What CAS does is teach students to take responsibilities in life. The Diploma Programme as it is, is challenging
and requires a lot of responsibility, dedication and commitment. The CAS programme acts as a counterbalance
to the academic aspect of the Diploma Programme, but at the same time assists students in taking action for
themselves. It teaches them to be individual and organize as well as participate in events that are beneficial for
themselves as well as their community.
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The CAS project, specifically, seems to be the most challenging part of the CAS programme for most students,
and this comes with reasons. When organizing a project, students must learn to work together as a team, while
also being able to work with people outside of school. Allocating equal responsibilities is one of the most
important things when it comes to teamwork. Especially when organizing a bigger project, which is to include
many people from outside of the school, it is important to think of everything, and one person alone cannot do
this. When responsibilities are divided up equally, everyone’s contribution will lead to the desired outcome.

When working on a project, it is also required to raise sponsorships from organizations or firms from outside
the school, if needed. In order to convince companies to sponsor a student’s event, a lot of meetings, calls, and
patience are needed. When calling as a student, explaining your project, it is common to be waved aside and not
taken seriously. This is where the art of delegation is called for. Calls and emails may be ignored, especially if
students only try it once. From personal experience, I can tell you that calling so much up to the point where the
people almost get annoyed with you calling is important if your aim is to win a sponsorship. Emailing will not
help, they are often ignored; however, it serves as a good starting point. When sending an email explaining your
event and the sponsorship opportunity, it gives you a more substantial grounding on which to base a follow-up
phone call. When you cold-call organizations, they may not listen to what you have to say and rather ask you to
please send all the information to a given email address. This way, if you have already sent an email, it makes
you seem more professional, more prepared, and also allows you to keep the person’s attention for longer; this
way you can then ask to schedule a meeting.

A previously organized CAS project was the Christopher Aiff Football Tournament, where students in the IBDP
organized a football tournament, of which the proceeds went to the cancer association. The tournament was
held in the memory of Christopher Aiff, a former student at WIS who passed away due to cancer. An upcoming
event organized by Year 13 students as a CAS project is the “Moreson Classical Fundraising”. It will take place on
the 21st of October and will be held in the Aula of DHPS. This will be a fundraising concert for the Mdreson
Special School, where classical music will be played on a variety of instruments. Tickets will be available from the
following students: Selina, Christine, Mila, Warren, Micaela, and Emilia at $100 a ticket. Please come and support
Méreson Special School and the CAS programme at WIS.

Selina Kinne

Idioms!

iy e 14 o b G e A
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A harsh time in every English learner’s life. Especially when you have to create your own idioms. Sadly this time
the year 9's got the short end of the stick and had to use all the possible brain power they could muster. We
were given two or so lessons to come up with an idiom and a proper meaning.

Some people had a harsher time than others. Sometimes they thought they came up with a new idiom but sadly
it was already created and they went back to work. Eventually everyone completed and created amazing idioms
with some incredible meanings. Such as : He took a walk with a kangaroo, meaning: living a lie ( created by
Aaron, PJ and Lukene). Turning sand into diamonds, meaning: making something out of nothing ( created by Li
and Kennedy ), Fighting the setting sun, meaning: fighting a battle you can't win ( created by Olivia and
Ruveldo ). Even though it was hard and time consuming I'm sure everyone had a great time and hope to do it
again.

Olivia Shino Year 9B

A zoom into IGCSE Biology at WIS

Dissections are notable and educational facets of the
Biology curriculum. This allows students to engage in the
content of the subject by gaining knowledge with hands-
on experience.
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By exploring similar structures of animals they will be able
to apply their knowledge to their understanding of the
human body. Students usually look forward to dissections,
their attention is heightened and the learning experience
causes an enhanced ability to recall and understand the
subject matter.

The Year 11 Biology students explored the structure of the
eye last week during their lessons. With great care and
excitement, they dissected the goat's eye.

It was an eye-opening exercise and the pupils gained an
in-depth knowledge of its structure.
Corinne Smit
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Heroic Effort from U13 Football Team

The U13 boys team almost pulled off a truly monumental upset in the U13 Hopsol sponsored boys football
league. We performed superbly and fought hard for 50 mins playing some great counterattacking football and
gave DTS a huge shock. Final score WIS 1 DTS 2

g

| 1
| - 2 ¥ <

\

" N

PTA - RECYCLE, RENEW RE-USE

Dear Community,

+ Do you have an old Laptop?

« Do You have an old printer?

+ Do You have a Cash registering Machine? culprit

If so, please contact the PTA ON PTA@WIS.EDU.NA =\
SHARING THE PLANET
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PTA DAD OF THE MONTH!
Mr. Martins is wearing a WIS shirt while adopting a dog from the Windhoek SPCA!
An animal hero in our books!

&_Tel: 061-238 654 « Cell: 081 1244520 (EMERGENCY)
spcawhk@mweb.com.na () www.spcawindhoek.org.na
¢ 145 Robert Mugabe Avenue, Windhoek, Namibia

Tel:+264 61 241 783/ Fax: +264 61 264 777 - Scheppmann Street, Ext. 1, Pioneers Park, Windhoek, Namibia/ WIS website/ Email: Reception
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