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FROM THE DIRECTOR 
Car Park / Security
Let’s start with some good news!

Work at the entrance and exit gates has now been completed.  The new system went 
into operation this week. 

ALL vehicles must now enter through the Main Gate all day every day.  Exit must 
ALWAYS be made via the West Gate (beyond the PLC). There are guards and 
barriers at both the Entrance and Exit Gates.

If you do not have a current WIS windscreen 
sticker, please go to the School Office to collect 
one for each of your vehicles.

Vehicles without windscreen stickers will be 
stopped at the barrier.

Parking remains more or less unchanged.

Six (6) CCTV cameras have been installed – two 
at the Main Gate, two at the pedestrian 
entrance, and two at the Exit Gate.

Parent Survey
Thank you to the parents who completed the survey earlier this week about 
reopening the school.  We received 183 responses.  The survey is now closed.

Unsurprisingly, the survey illustrated a wide range of opinions about when and how 
the school should reopen. A similar survey was conducted among the staff and, 
again, opinion was divided.
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The Board of Directors and school administration are in daily contact regarding the ever-changing situation.   
Our task is to reconcile the obvious health risks of bringing learners and teachers back on campus with the 
social, emotional and educational price being paid while learning happens remotely.  

Our first thoughts are for children who are unable to attend classes and see their friends and teachers.  But we 
are also very conscious of the stress that the current situation is causing many parents.  And please spare a 
thought for our teachers who are working unusually long hours and mastering new and innovative methods, 
often while managing families of their own.

It is everyone’s wish to see all children back in school and teachers are impatient to get back to their 
classrooms.  Please be reassured that we will make this happen just as soon as we believe we are not exposing 
everyone to unnecessary risks.

New Teachers
A bit more good news. Jane Harrison (Grade 5) came out of quarantine yesterday and is now fully part of the 
WIS staff.  Welcome!

We hope the remaining two new teachers will be able to enter the country this month.

Stay safe.

Peter MacKenzie 

PRIMARY PRINCIPAL  
During this time of remote learning, many parents have shared concerns about their children not getting a full 
complement of education and that their children are falling behind. The pandemic is worldwide and remote 
learning is not unique to WIS. It is important to consider the quality of the learning rather than the quantity. We 
all (teachers, parents, and students) would like to be back in school with face to face learning and hopefully, that 
will happen sooner rather than later.  

While it may be hard to see at the moment, in many ways the children are developing skills that they would not 
have gained had they been in school. They are becoming adept at the use of Seesaw or Google Classroom, 
posting reflections about their work. They are getting used to “conference” calls. They are learning organisation 
skills and responsibility for their learning. These are skills that would be encouraged in class but might take 
longer in face to face learning.  

So how can parents and guardians continue to support and motivate children as remote learning continues? 
• Help your child create a schedule for the day/week, including time for play and regular bedtimes. This 

gives them structure. Do allow flexibility in the schedule if your child is overwhelmed, having a 
frustrating day or a meltdown. 

• It may help to have your child set a timer or have a verbal 5-10 minute reminder for when a transition is 
occurring. 

• Ensure that your child’s day is balanced with work and play, and also your own day is balanced as well.  
• Involve your child in making suggestions for activities they can do offline. This helps your child to have a 

sense of control at a time when they may feel out of control. 
• Keep a positive attitude in front of your child. Children can mirror and pick up on their parents’ 

reactions. 
• Acknowledge your child’s emotions and fears. Help them to understand what they can control and what 

is out of their control. 
• Assist your child with organising virtual play dates with friends.  
• Encourage independence, not only with schoolwork but with household chores as well. This can help 

with providing a feeling of control and also gives children a sense of pride. 
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• Let your child participate in their Zoom sessions without parent interference. It’s challenging enough 
having lessons online. When parents sit beside their child giving answers or telling the child what to do, 
it can be confusing and add extra unnecessary pressure. The teacher wants to see what the child can do 
independently, not what the child can do with parent help. 

• If you have any concerns about your child’s progress please contact the teacher.  

Some resources that you might find useful are: 
Child Mind Institute 
Unicef 

Reminders: 
Wednesday, 9 September 17:30-18:30 Primary Parent Information Session. 
The topic will be online safety. Questions can be posted on slido.com 

Friday, 11 September 11:00-13:30 - Learning Pack pickup 

Library books may be ordered through the Library’s OPAC system. 

This week’s remote learning assembly: Remote Learning Assembly - 4 September 2020  

Regards, 
Beth Smith 
 

 

SECONDARY PRINCIPAL  
High School students and parents  
DO NOT MISS THIS! Join the CIS Virtual University Fair 

We have the exciting opportunity to join the Council of International Schools Virtual 
University Fair hosted for schools in Africa on Tuesday, 8 September.  
Interested? Find the relevant information for registration and the site HERE.  
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Here are some tips for students to get the most out of the virtual CIS Fair experience: 
• Before the Fair opens: 

◦ Register for the event: HERE is the link. 
◦ Watch THIS video to learn more about navigating the site.  

• Log in and visit the virtual university booths before the ‘live’ Fair opens. You can browse through 
an extensive list of universities and visit their individual virtual booths where you’ll find important and 
useful information, resources, and links. The virtual booths will open a few days before the date of the 
live Fair so that you can start your research of the universities you want to chat or schedule a meeting 
with once the Fair opens. You will receive an email notification when the booths are open. View the full 
list of attending universities 

• Filter your search options by region, institution type, campus size, etc.  
• View the live session schedule to plan which of the five sessions you’ll want to join. They are led by 

higher education specialists that include both admissions and academic staff from participating 
universities. Topics might relate to admissions, your transition to university, your future after university, 
mental health and well-being, and more. The live session schedule will be available before the Fair is 
live so you can plan ahead. Some sessions will include Q & A. 

When the Fair is open on 8 September from 08:00-11:00 & 17:00-19:00: 
• Initiate live chats or schedule a meeting with the university representatives using the buttons in their 

virtual booth. You can also send your information directly to the university and they will contact you 
after the Fair. 

• Visit the virtual booths to access all the resources, videos and materials available. 
• Don't miss the opportunity to learn more during the five live sessions. 
• Here is an overview of the live sessions on Tuesday:  

Session schedule 

Time Session Speaker(s)

09:15 – 09:45 
EAT

D i s r u p t i v e B u s i n e s s 
Education for the 21st 
Century

• Lucia Fung, Associate Director, BBA Programme, School of 
Business, Hong Kong Baptist University, Hong Kong

10:15 – 10:45 
EAT

Going Dutch: Studying in 
the Netherlands

• Carolyn Barr, International Relations Officer, Leiden 
University, Netherlands 
• Denise Nijhuis, Coordinator Student Recruitment and 

Admissions, University College Roosevelt, Netherlands 
• Anne Kuijs, Communication Advisor, Tilburg University, 

Netherlands 
• Kim Zwitsersloot, Recruitment Officer, Lecturer & Tutor, 

University College Utrecht, Netherlands

11:15 – 11:45 
EAT

Think Global: Liberal Arts 
Education Across the World

• Fred Silva, Assistant Director of Admissions and Strategic 
Recruitment, Northwestern University in Qatar, Qatar 
• Amy Kice, Director of Admissions, New York University, 

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 
• Laura Severin, Dean of Admissions & Financial Aid, Yale-

NUS, Singapore

18:15 – 18:45 
EAT

Design for Environmental 
Sustainability

• Dr. Solomon Boakye-Yiadom, Assistant Professor, 
Lassonde School of Engineering, York University, Canada
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Here is a message from Ms. Barbara Burchard from Monash Australia. I have been working with Barbara over 
the past years: 
I will be attending the CIS Virtual University Fair with my colleague Natalie Spicer, who is our New Business and 
Regional Manager for Europe, LATAM and Africa. 
During the event we will be running several sessions on life in 
Australia, studying at Monash, how to apply and pathway 
programs. 

We would also be very happy to chat with either you. If you 
would like to schedule a meeting with either or both of us, 
you can book in using the link https://calendly.com/
monash_university/africa or contact me directly. In the 
meantime, if I can provide you with any information 
regarding studying at Monash or in Australia, please do not 
hesitate to let me know. 

Kind regards and stay safe and well. 
BARBARA BUTCHART 
Country Manager Africa, Student Recruitment (International) 

Student Recruitment and Admissions 
Monash University 
Level 3, 211 Wellington Road 
Mulgrave, VIC 3170, AUSTRALIA 

Parent Information Session - Thursday, 3 September - we had another good 
Parent Information Session in Secondary School on Thursday with 43 attendees. 
Dr. Dziuban from the CDC again gave us valuable advice on the situation here in 
Namibia. You can access the recording of the meeting HERE.  

Regards, 
Maggie Reiff 

Grade 6 and 7 Meet an Olympic Rower in PE 
PE in Lockdown has presented some exciting opportunities as well as some onerous challenges.  
Our Middle School learners are currently completing a Criteria B assessment in which the learners are given the 
opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge of Planning for Performance through the designing of a 
Personalised Training Programme. 

Our Grade 6 and 7 learners had the opportunity to meet twice Olympic and Multiple Worlds Medalist Matthew 
Tarrant.  

Matthew was due to return from his third Olympics at the time we spoke to him having competed at London 
and Rio. Tokyo 2020 has been postponed until 2021 and so his year training has been extended for another 
twelve months. The Grade 6 and 7 learners heard about the sacrifices and tribulations involved in the life of a 
full time athlete as well as hearing about some of the intrinsic and extrinsic rewards. We hope the experience 

19:15 – 19:45 
EAT

I m p o r t a n c e o f C r o s s -
cultural Skills in the Global 
Marketplace

• Dimy Doresca, Lecturer, University of Iowa, United States
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gave the children a valuable appreciation of the demands of training at an elite level and the degree of 
dedication required to compete with the best athletes in the world.  

https://www.britishrowing.org/athlete/matthew-tarrant/ 

Who am I? 
As part of the Homeroom program, our students are focusing on getting to know themselves and each other 
better. The first unit is called ‘Who am I?’. In the past three weeks, the students have completed multiple 
personality tests, learning style preferences, and wrote poems about themselves. Our goal is to instil self-
awareness within our students, know what their strengths and weaknesses are so that we can prepare them for 
the real world. Please enjoy some of the poems our Grade 8 students wrote: 
 
I am… 
Who am I? 
I like the colour lilac  
I like movies and snacks 
I’m imaginative and kind  
Because I learned how to open my mind 

Who am I? 
I am as graceful as a dancing bear  
But don’t worry I am fully aware 
I say that with a smile on my face  
Because that is what makes me me in the first place 
The past can hurt but the way I see it, you can either run from it or learn from it  
Ain’t that a wonderful thing  
Oh wait, I think that's from The Lion King 

Who am I? 
I like to make people laugh  
To keep sadness out of their path 
Life is an emotional rollercoaster  
BOOM! oops my toaster  
I’m still learning as you can see  
And slowly growing into the person I was meant to be  
    ↓ 
 I am Rachael  
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Me! - Maedot Abeje 
What can I say?  
I hardly even know. 
I’m Tall, have black hair, and a smile 
I’m quite talkative, but also quiet. 
I’m soft but subtle  
confident, but shy 
A mixture of lots of personalities  
Nobody can change my mind 
Even if they try. 
No wonder, I’m so stubborn 
 and I don’t give things a try. 

I can sometimes be a ray of sunshine 
Or a dark cloud waiting to explode  
I trip over air, upstairs, or over people's feet. 
I'd rather think than talk 
I enjoy being alone, but I'm very social and outgoing.  

Who am I? - Yasmine Armstrong 
The many hours I spend at school cannot be denied, like a lawyer I’m licensed and certified  
Sometimes I think I’m funny but end up being rude, can blame that on my sarcasm, what a mood 
I’m good at listening and being okay, sometimes others need a hug and that’s okay. 
I  like being alone and playing Pokémon, or being with friends and learning new trends 
I am me and that’s okay, sometimes you need to look at yourself and be on your way. 

Who am I? - Ananya Pandey 
Who am I? 
Ananya 
But wait, 
that’s just my name. 
A person is not known by name, 
but fame. 

Who am I? 
A monkey hopping 
when watching T.V 
Dangling, Dancing while my thoughts are busy hatching. 
Lost in my own world. 
Pretending to be five 
While I’m in my teens. 

Who am I? 
Sometimes serious, 
Sometimes silly, 
Don’t know why? 
Sometimes buzzing like a bee. 

Still figuring me out 
You may know me, 
but ain’t got no clue 
Who am I? 
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Google Classroom & Progress Reports 
Hello Fish Eagle Family! 
I hope you are all well and staying safe. In Secondary School we have implemented Google Classroom as our 
new Learning Management System. So far things seem to be going well. Guardians should be receiving either 
Daily or Weekly summaries. Summaries are intended to give the Guardians (Parents) an insight into what is 
happening in class, let you know what work is coming up, due or missing. Teachers are sharing key links 
through these summary emails from Google Classroom as well. The hiccups of getting parents attached to their 
children now seem to be under control. If you still do not receive summaries from Google Classroom, please get 
in touch with mparsons@wis.edu.na.  

Why parents couldn’t connect 

There are 3 reasons why parents were unable to connect. 
1. No invitation email in Gmail - Solution = Parent Google Notifications had been turned off 
2. Tried to accept the email invitation - Solution =  needed to try in a different WIFI  
3. The parent asked for class code - Solution = delete Classroom App, then accept 

Google Meets for students 
All classes from Grades 6 to 12 will have Google Meets running during the lessons. The quality of the video and 
sound varies in Grades 10 to 12 depending on how far away the teacher is from the computer. All of these 
Google Meet videos are being linked in the student’s Google Calendar. Please see the screenshot below. 

Reporting on progress 
One of the great features of Google Classroom is the grade book. It allows teachers to set assignments for 
students, collect them and provide feedback on what the student understands and what the student should 
focus on to grow. The teacher can track different kinds of assignments and assessments with the grade book. 
After an assessment or a given period of time, teachers can send out progress updates to both parents and 
students. Parents and/or students will receive an email from Google Classroom. At this time we are not giving 
specific dates of when these will be sent home. Each subject is giving assessments at different times and WIS is 
continually communicating with parents and students about how the student is performing in class. There are 
three types of assessments parents should be aware of: 
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Assessment FOR Learning: In the progress update these will start with the word “Formative”. 
Formative assessment informs both teaching and learning. It is concerned with providing accurate and helpful 
feedback to students and teachers on the kind of learning taking place and the nature of students’ strengths 
and weaknesses in order to help develop students’ understanding and capabilities. Formative assessment can 
also help to improve teaching quality, as it can provide information to monitor progress towards meeting the 
subject aims and objectives. 

Assessment OF Learning: In the progress update these will start with a letter: A, B, C, or D. These letters 
represent which of the criteria are being assessed.  
A summative assessment gives an overview of previous learning and is concerned with measuring student 
achievement. The approach to assessment used by the IB is criterion-related, not norm-referenced. This 
approach to assessment judges students’ work by their performance in relation to identified levels of 
attainment, and not in relation to the work of other students. Assessment criteria are used when the 
assessment task is open-ended. Each criterion concentrates on a particular skill that students are expected to 
demonstrate. An assessment objective describes what students should be able to do, and assessment criteria 
describe how well they should be able to do it. Using assessment criteria allows discrimination between 
different answers and encourages a variety of responses. Each criterion comprises a set of hierarchically 
ordered level descriptors. Each criterion is applied independently using a best-fit model and the highest level of 
achievement in each criterion is 8.  

All of the criterion used by WIS can be found here: https://www.wis.edu.na/subject-criterion 

Assessment As a Learner: In the progress update these will be indicated as a “reflection”. 
Assessment as Learning is the use of ongoing self-assessment by students in order to monitor their own 
learning, which is characterised by students reflecting on their own learning and making adjustments so that 
they achieve a deeper understanding. 

If you have any questions about these progress updates or Google Classroom, please let me know. 

Below is an example of what you and your child will receive from Google Classroom: 
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Michael Parsons, 
Director of Teaching and Learning (mparsons@wis.edu.na) 

Dear Mother Rose Tree 
This a poem I wrote that expresses my sadness and pain of cutting down trees in the Kavango. 

Dear Mother Rose Tree 
Mother of all the trees, 
Mother of all creatures.  
Strong and beautiful as you overlook our homeland. 
  
Dear Mother Rose Tree, 
We eat from your fruits and replenish under your shade.  
Your evergreen crown, soft and mature,  
Recites the promise of care and protection.   
  
Dear Mother Rose Tree.  
Why do you weep? 
Soft and faint with the pain of deceit. 
They don’t care to hear; 
So Torture persists.  

Alike, we are silent, 
For the chief gives way to the rash. 
They will exchange your vibrance, 
For the colours of paper cash. 
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 Please collect your 2020 - 2021  

windscreen sticker at the Office!
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Dear mother rose tree, 
Your helpless limbs lay in the lorry of the Stranger. 
There, in a powerless heep. 
Still, the reflection in their glassy eyes,  
Show no sign of shame. 
Written by: Terry Farrell 

Social Committee Smoothies 
Carrots! Beetroot! Oranges! Spinach and lots of other healthy foods 
went into the smoothies prepared for us by the Social Committee.  

Thank you to the chopping and blending team for boosting our 
immunity and lifting our spirits!
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W.O.R.D. 
Benjamin Oldenburg - 6HMR still reading for 

WORD during remote learning! 
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