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FROM THE DIRECTOR 
One of the very best parts of my job is overseeing our scholarship programme.  We 
created the programme in 2017 and our first scholars joined the school in 2018.  
Local schools are invited to nominate candidates. They then spend a Saturday at 
school taking entrance exams and in the light of these results we select a number for 
interview. 

This week the interview panel met with six young women from Concordia College 
and Academia Secondary School.  Just as was the case in 2017 and 2018, I can only 
describe the experience as humbling. They were articulate, passionate, witty and 
principled.  It was a joy and a privilege to chat with them. 

Offers will be made imminently and in August the successful applicants will start at 
WIS. 

FEES 2021-2022 
You should receive a letter today from the Chair of the Board of Directors 
announcing the fees for 2021-2022. 

The fee schedule is also on the school website. 

Peter MacKenzie 

PRIMARY PRINCIPAL  
The Student-Led Conferences will be taking place Tuesday afternoon, 27 April and 
Wednesday, 28 April during the day. (Please note that 
there is no school for Primary students on 
Wednesday; students only come to school for their 
scheduled conferences.) I hope you have signed up for 
the conferences. If you haven’t done so, please contact 
your child’s homeroom and specialist teachers to see 
what times are still available. 

What is the format for the Student-Led Conference? 
The students are responsible for leading the conference 
and sharing their learning with their parents. They may 
demonstrate their learning through different stations or 
centres, and sharing samples of their work. There will 
most likely be other children scheduled at the same 
time for the conference. 
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April 2020 

• 29: PTA AGM @ 18:00 
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What is my role as a parent during the conference? 
First and foremost it is important that you are fully present. Your cellphone should be turned off or put on silent 
so that you are not distracted during your conference. Your role is to listen, encourage, show interest, be 
constructive, be sensitive and to ask questions. This is your child’s time to have your undivided attention. It is a 
time to celebrate your child’s learning and the accomplishments that he/she has made so far this academic 
year. During the conference you will also be able to support your child with reflecting on what he/she has done 
well and with setting goals for areas that can be further developed. 

What if I want to talk with the teacher about my child’s progress? 
The teacher will be present during the conference, supporting the students as needed.  Your child’s sharing of 
his/her learning and work should provide evidence of the progress your child is making. If there are any specific 
concerns that you would like to discuss with the teacher, please arrange with the teacher for a separate 
appointment to take place after the conferences. 

I’m sure you will find the conferences to be a rewarding experience for both you and your child.

Regards, 
Beth Smith 

Rainbow Stories 
Grade 1 drew rainbows and then created stories to go with them. Here are some examples. 
 
Author: Ada 
Once upon a time there were two hunters and the hunters 
just came when the magical rainbow came. It was also 
raining the most. It was the most beautiful. The hunters 
came and they hunted a monkey. “We have to get the 
monkey!” Shouted Lisa. Lisa was a girl who was the one 
hunter and the other hunter was Max. They still were 
hunting the monkey but they could not continue because 
the rainbow went away. 

Author: Wihan 
Once upon a time a boy had a birthday. He was surprised 
that there was a rainbow. It was so pretty. He said, “I am 
so lucky, mum, when are my friends going to come?”. The 
friends came when he said the last word. When they saw 
the rainbow, they were also surprised. 

Author: Soliyana 
Once upon a time there was a place with dragons and sea 
monsters. They were arch enemies. So a nice princess tried and tried to get them together. She had a plan. The 
dragons were hiding and they breathed fire. It was a distraction. Then she put the staff on the rock and water 
and fire appeared. Then a beautiful rainbow appeared around the volcano. The dragons and the sea monsters 
decided to become friends. 

Author: Philipp 
Once upon a time there was a rainbow. It was over a river. It was beautiful and there was a little girl. She was 
amazed. She wanted to go in the rainbow. She went in the rainbow. Her parents allowed her to swim in the 
river. She wanted to go in the rainbow again. She couldn’t. 
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Earth Day Posters 
Grade 1J worked in small groups to make posters for Earth Day. The students had wonderful ideas for 
messages. Philipp said, “But shouldn’t we think about the earth every day?” 

Grade 5 Cultural Exploration  
In Grade 5 during our unit on Where We Are in Place and Time students had the opportunity to further explore 
the French and Portuguese cultures specifically related to our homes. Students were tasked with finding at least 
one cultural item from their homes which directly linked to their culture. This was an interesting task as many 
students were unaware of what items were part of their culture. We started the thinking process by exploring 
cultural items within Ms. Laetitia and Ms. Jacky’s homes and why these items were considered traditional. This 
sparked the students interest’ and led us to a joint slide presentation and an open conversation of differences 
and similarities within our own cultures. The students showed open-mindedness towards others as well as 
curiosity in the form of questions about other cultures. We hope to have sparked the love of learning about each 
other in an open and caring environment and that the students will continue to learn about each other and their 
cultures and see what a great melting pot the World really is.  

To view the presentations please click on the following links: 
Grade 5 French Cultural Exploration 
Grade 5 Portuguese Cultural Exploration 
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W.O.R.D. 
Joaquín Garcia Moreno, Philipp 

Oldenburg and Malek Beyhum in 
Grade 1J reading for WORD! 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1iFabSs7PbKEIpzNv_8HIKcRLW4eeB6Of07zfrnksXOw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1d7bNR4gTYV0o3K14rHq5jVrkp68IzccAhNtDisXriiQ/edit?usp=sharing
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Happy Earth Day! 
Wishing everyone a happy Earth Day, Week, Month and year! Let's make it to the fourth second ...  

Ms. Laura 

SECONDARY PRINCIPAL  
Nurturing connections  
This week our senior students had the opportunity to meet with one of our former students about her studies 
and also doing a subject in the IB Diploma through the online platform Pamoja. This was a beautiful testimony 
of the  interactions with our alumni and the connection they still feel with WIS. One of last year’s graduates also 
attended the meeting - he had studied psychology through Pamoja and is planning to study psychology at 
university as well.  

Helena Scharnowski graduated in 2015 and went on to study a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology at Maastricht 
University. She realised that a BA in Psychology was not really what she wanted 
to do and switched to a Bachelor of Science in Psychology at the  Erasmus 
University Rotterdam. After graduating she revived the project Buschschule 
(now known as Pillmannova & Scharnowski CC) here in Namibia and became 
the Director and Head Psychologist of the company. 

“Pillmannova & Scharnowski CC is a project in which troubled German and 
Namibian youth are rehabilitated in Namibia with the goal of reintegrating 
them into society. After doing this for one year I felt like I had to further 
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The depARTSment

https://youtu.be/B-nEYsyRlYo
https://pamojaeducation.com/
mailto:hescharnowski@gmail.com
https://www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/
https://www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/
https://www.eur.nl/en
https://www.eur.nl/en
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educate myself. Therefore, I have decided to do a Master of Science in Neuropsychology at Leiden University 
and hopefully graduate in 2022. Perhaps after my master I will return to Namibia in order to help further 
develop Pillmannova & Scharnowski CC but also develop the Neuropsychological department in Namibia.”  

Helena spoke to some Grade 10 and 11 students who are planning to study psychology or are currently doing 
psychology through Pamoja. She gave some advice to our students on how to approach the Internal 
Assessment and the online course overall. Our students asked some interesting questions.  

Helena then spoke a little about her university experience and how the IBDP had prepared her to be able to 
cope with the expectations at university. During lectures, students are not merely listening to the lecturers 
anymore. They have to prepare the lecture and then the time in class is spent for discussions. The lecturer is 
merely the facilitator of learning. This was a great confirmation that our approach here at school - of inquiry and 
student centred learning - gives our students the skills to be independent, think critically and be proactive in 
their learning. If, during their school education, our students take advantage of these opportunities, they have 
all the necessary skills to be successful at tertiary level.  
 

When asked what she valued most of her time here at WIS, Helena 
said - the diversity, the inclusivity that we celebrate here at school. 
She feels that she has been given all the tools during her senior 
school years to be able to connect with people from all different 
walks of life. Through her time spent here at WIS, she learnt to 
appreciate different cultures, different backgrounds and that people 
have different strengths and that we can all benefit from each 
other’s strengths. Being open to that has made it easy for her to 
leave home and be able to adapt easily 
in a very diverse environment.  

It was an honour to have Helena here at school this past week. We wish her well 
with her further studies and hope to be able to connect with other alumni more 
regularly in future. I also want to thank Mrs. Krappmann for taking the initiative 
to invite Helena and arrange the meeting with our students and former students. 
An hour well spent with our young “leaders”.  
  
Regards, 
Maggie Reiff 
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Parent Information Sessions 
Parent Information Evening - Grade 9 - 22 April 2021 
Thank you to all the parents and teachers who attended the very informative parent information evening last 
night. We were able to answer some questions from parents. HERE is the recording of the meeting. If you 
want to go back to the slido event to look at the questions and answers there, you can do that HERE. If you 
want to add some more questions, the event is open for that until the 24th.  

Parent Information Evening - Grade 8 - starting the IGCSE in August 2021 
Thursday, 29 April 2021 - 17:30 - 18:30 
We will host a parent information session next week for Grade 8 parents to be available for any questions 
with regard to the IGCSE that your child(ren) will be embarking on in August 2021. Please post questions in 
advance HERE on Slido.com (code: #087329). We will attempt to respond to them on Slido. HERE is the 
meeting link for the virtual google meeting. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y51R8Jt01hwWIZheAaUs7S1VOYQKaXL8/view?usp=sharing
https://app.sli.do/event/s7ww9xaz
https://app.sli.do/event/pu9qlmcl
https://meet.google.com/gbc-hrzr-kit?authuser=0&hs=122
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en
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Inline Hockey Tournament 
We all know that Namibia has some fantastic sporting options, world class coaches and training opportunities.  

Over this coming weekend the Windhoek Show Grounds will host the annual Badgers Inline Hockey 
Tournament. If you have time to spare over the weekend the tournament is well worth a visit.  The tournament 
commenced on Tuesday of this week. This was necessitated because of the number of fixtures played per 
tournament 

Several WIS students will be in action this weekend. Inline Hockey is not for the faint of heart! It’s an exciting, 
explosive and adrenaline filled sport.  

For a full look at the timetable of matches click here. 

WIS Host LFL League 
The world of football has been rocked in recent days by two seismic developments. The European Super League 
was going to see the biggest clubs in Europe play each other in midweek fixtures. This was highly criticised from  
inception by fans, managers and players; was cancelled four days after it was announced. 

WIS hosted the first match day of the LFL (Liqui Fruit League). The LFL has expanded and we now cater for U/7 
to U/13 coed teams. The U/7, U/8, U/9 divisions are hosted at DTS, and WIS will welcome teams for U/10, U/11, 
and U/12 and 13 leagues.  

Thanks to the teachers and players who have participated in the first round of matches. Round two of games 
will take place on 11May 2021. 

The U/7 and U/8 teams enjoyed their opening games and played really well. For many it was their first ever 
competitive inter-club match.  

The U/12 and 13 teams started their season with an excellent win. The match again WFC finished 6 - 3 with goals 
from Luca, Matthew, Reuben and Gideon.  

If you would like your child to be involved please see training times sign up link.  

Page 6

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XZcMofi2Kw8Rr57uAmhnmMsAkm8tKKqr/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScOxE0xiHJ_eYRgZcNolqQc9rMrakcjFtw2aBi76kfczdWMVw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Mark Tibazarwa 
Western Cape SANJ 2021 

Stellenbosch  

14-18 April 

Nasfed (Namibia 
Swimming Federation) 
sent down a team of 20 
swimmers to the above-
mentioned event.  

 

Mark was one of the 
younger swimmers. He 
competed in the age 
category 12 and under 
even though he is only 
11 years old.   

 

Mark entered for 10 
events.  He swam 6 PB’s 
(personal bests) and 2 
finals.  He won bronze 
for his 400m Freestyle 
which he swam in a time 
of 5:03:96   

He contributed 16 points 
to the team which ended 
third out of 31 
participating teams.  

 

Congratulations Mark! 

Mark Swim Times  
• 200 Freestyle = 2.29.04 
• 50 Butterfly = 34.46 
• 50 Freestyle = 31:36 
• 50 BackStroke = 39:59 
• 200 Individual Medley  = 2:54 
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FROM THE PTA 
Dear fellow WIS parents, 

The WIS PTA is now fully constituted thanks to a number of new 
members nominated onto the committee.  We had a vacancy for 
8 ordinary positions in the PTA and we received 13. All new 
members will be inducted into their new positions at the AGM, 
and a new Executive committee will be nominated at the AGM. 
An election committee has been elected in the new PTA, their 
chief responsibility is to nominate the Executive Committee.  

We look forward to a year of  positive interactions, fun activities 
and fund raising on behalf of the school. As we gear up for the 
AGM, please find the Agenda for the AGM below: 

AGENDA FOR THE PTA AGM, DATE: 29 APRIL 2021 
1. Welcome 
2. Educational directors report 
3. Annual report by the PTA Chairperson 
4. Financial report by the Treasurer - Bank reconciliation, 

current balance 
5. Work plan for the remainder of the academic year 
6. Amendments to the constitution 
7. Issues raised by the Executive Committee 
8. AOB 
9. Election of the Executive Committee by the Committee 

members 

NOTE:  Please email pta@wis.edu.na and let us know if you plan 
to attend the AGM, so that we can ensure we have enough 
seating. 

mailto:pta@wis.edu.na
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