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FROM THE DIRECTOR 
Car Park 
All week we have had the Middle Gate open for cars entering in the morning and it 
has clearly made a significant difference. We are now going to formalise this 
initiative. 

From around 07:00 until 07:20 the Middle Gate will be open for ENTRY ONLY. 

From around 13:40 for ten or fifteen minutes the Middle Gate will be open for EXIT 
ONLY. 

May I repeat the advice to turn RIGHT when you leave by the Exit Gate. Cars that 
turn left at the busiest times must drive past the Main (entry) Gate and can thereby 
add to the congestion.  Thank you. 

Next week you will see new signs confirming the new arrangements. 

In the next issue of The Oryx, I hope to be writing about something other than car 
parks. 

Peter MacKenzie 

PRIMARY PRINCIPAL  
This week I have a potpourri of information.  

Normal Schedule 
The return to “normal” hours this week seems to have gone fairly smoothly. We’ve 
had to make a few adjustments with the breaks and where the children play but they 
are getting much needed fresh air and time outside. The children, their teachers and 
EAs are to be commended for their flexibility and cooperation as we’ve transitioned 
from the truncated schedule to a full day. 

Arrival and Dismissal 
One of the questions on Slido.com for this week’s parent information session:  
Can we ask courtesy during pick ups and drop offs, i.e. do not park in undesignated areas 
causing congestion as everyone tries to maneuver around your car. 

It is important that you park in the designated spaces and then let your child out of 
the car or in the car. While I know it’s faster when you are in the line of traffic to call 
your child and have them dash across the car park while you wait, it does hold up the 
traffic and presents safety concerns. We have instructed the children that they must 
use the zebra crossings and not cut across the car park. Thank you for supporting 
and encouraging your child with following school expectations. 

Page 1

Contents 

• From the Director p. 1 

• Primary News p. 1 - 4 

• Secondary News p. 4 - 10 

• Other News p. 11 - 12

THE ORYX 
The weekly newsletter of Windhoek International School

 Facebook  Instagram  Twitter 

Dates to Remember  

March 2021 

• 12: End of Term 3 

• 22: Public Holiday  

• 23: Start of Term 4 

• 23: Gr. 9 - 12 Photo-Day 

• 24: Gr. 2 - 5 Photo-Day 

• 25: Gr. 6- 8 Photo-Day 

• 26: EY 1 - Gr.1 Photo-Day 

https://www.facebook.com/WindhoekInternationalSchool/
https://twitter.com/WIS_NAM
https://www.instagram.com/windhoekinternationalschool/


The Oryx Issue 204 19 February 2021

W.O.R.D. 
You may have seen the W.O.R.D. banner as you enter the outer car park. W.O.R.D. stands for WIS Organised 
Reading Days. This is a time set aside each week for everyone to read and to enjoy reading for fun. Now that we 
have a normal schedule, W.O.R.D. is taking place in the Primary School on Fridays, Period 2.  

Parent Information Sessions 
I hope you have found the information shared during the Weekly Primary Parent Information sessions and 
receiving the recordings to be helpful. If you have suggestions for topics you’d like presented or discussed 
please feel free to share them with me. Next week’s focus will be information about the Primary Years 
Programme (PYP) and will be facilitated by Ms Avril, PYP Coordinator. 

MAP Growth 
Grades 1-5 will be taking the MAP Growth assessments following the March break. More information about MAP 
Growth and the dates of the tests will be sent in early March. 

Regards, 
Beth Smith 

Creative writing Grade 2  
Peanut Butter and Jelly sandwich 

Let me tell you a story about a friendly Alien that visited our classroom.  

Luckily the Alien speaks English, but it does not know anything about planet Earth. The alien has travelled a long 
way and is very hungry! 

You give the Alien everything it needs to make a delicious peanut butter 
and jelly sandwich. 

Students used written and oral instruction to explain to the Alien how to 
make a peanut butter and jelly sandwich. We had a lot of laughs as we were 
learning new vocabulary and how important it is to give someone the 
correct instructions. 

Students first worked independently to give the Alien good instructions.  
Here are some snapshots and student’s ideas on how to make a perfect peanut butter and jelly sandwich.  

(Oral instruction by a student in Grade 2B) and (Oral presentation by a student in Grade 2D). 

• Grade 2D student: Dear Alien, welcome to planet Earth. I hope you will understand my instruction:  
Step 1: Get your all ingredients out  
Step 2:  Remove the plastic from the bread  
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Step 3: Put one slice on the plate 
Step 4: Spread the peanut butter on one slice of the bread and the jelly on the other slice then put the slices 
together 
Step 5: Remove your mask and put bread in your mouth.  

• Grade 2B Student: Dear Alien, due to recent events, I no longer enjoy P.B and J. I do enjoy jelly sandwiches. 
They are quite easy to make and easier to eat. Here’s how you do it.  

Step 1: Put the bread on the plate.  
Step 2: Squeeze the jelly on the bread. 
Step 3: Pick up the knife and spread the jelly all over one piece of bread.  
Step 4: Put the second piece of bread on top of the first one. 
Step 5: (Optional) Cut your sandwich in half/fourth. 
Step 6: Enjoy your treat.  

Some instructions were funny and not very clear; for example, put the 
bread down, put the peanut butter on the bread or put the peanut 
butter on one slice of bread and jelly on another one as you see on the 
picture below.   

The writing process requires creativity and building on language skills such as spelling, vocabulary and 
grammar. Early exploration with informative writing helps students strengthen their spelling and grammar and 
to communicate in an easy and clear way. Students enjoyed writing about it (the topic was spot on), applied 
language skills and were able to collaborate and agree with others on the final instructions.  It was a good 
lesson indeed! 

A big thank you to our former teacher Pamela Mungate for sharing her ideas with us.  

Grade 2  

Magic feet follow the beat 
Early years classes are exploring the concept of note values. They love giving things identities, whilst learning 
about note value (how many beats they are worth). Students explore with their family. Students expressed 
themselves through movement, drawing and singing of songs. 
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Through technology, students recorded music ideas and recorded different graphic note values. 
Outcomes of the activity: 
• Imaginative movement in time to music 
• Developing a steady beat 
• Learning note values, note names and telling the difference 

Michelle Du Preez 
 

SECONDARY PRINCIPAL  
Take charge of your own learning - Three Way Conferences - 11 March 2021
Parent - Student - Teacher 

We will have our three way conferences on 11 March from 07:30 - 15:00.  

These conferences are intended to give students the opportunity to lead a conversation 
about their goals for the last term of the year in the different subjects. The conferences 
will be held in teachers’ classrooms to ensure safety measures can be adhered to. 
Conferences will be 10 minutes long with a passing time of 5 minutes.  

From 1 - 10 March, teachers will use 
time with students to set goals for 
the remainder of the year. This will 
be the focus of the conferences. 
Teachers will use different strategies 
to set goals, but essentially, it is the 
expectation that students take an 
active role in setting these goals. 
Goals should best be SMART.  

This is an opportunity also for 
families to have conversations with 
their children about their goals for 
the remainder of the year and how 
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they can support their child to achieve these goals.  

The signing up for the conferences will be done via Signup.com. Parents will receive the link to sign up in the 
next week. Should you not be able to attend these conferences, we request that you contact the teachers you 
would like to “see” individually and arrange how best to “meet” to discuss these goals.  

In conclusion, these conferences are aiming at goal setting and should focus on that specifically. If goals are 
SMART, they are achievable and will enhance learning and growth.  

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with us, should you have any questions in this regard.  

IGCSE and IBDP Information Session  
Thursday 25 February 
IGCSE Session - 17:30 - 18:30 
IBDP Session - 18:30 - 19:30 

Please confirm your attendance on THIS form so that we can assure that all safety precautions are adhered to. 
These sessions are aimed at Grade 8 students who will start their IGCSE course in August and Grade 10 students 
who will start their IBDP course in August.  

Regards, 
Maggie Reiff 

Formative Assessment 
The purpose 
Assessment FOR learning is to monitor student learning and to provide ongoing feedback. Formative 
assessment not only helps students identify their strengths and weaknesses but guide the teacher’s instruction 
for the next lessons too. 

In Grade 7 English we focused on a week of formative assessment. The students were given a poem - Tornado 
by Allen Steble to read and discuss at their table groups. They were tasked to write a narrative about the poem. 
The students came up with amazing stories. After writing their stories, they had to read them again and self-
assess their own writing against the rubric for Criterion A - Analysing. It helps the individual to consolidate their 
own learning, promote deeper learning, and engages the student in their own learning process.  

The students will go through this process again for a summative assessment when they will write a narrative 
based on what they have learned in Social Studies on the Columbian Exchange. 

I would like to share the poem they were given and the narratives they created with our WIS community. 

Angie Janse van Rensburg 

My First Tornado  
Ndahafa  
It was 12:16 pm, I was in my bedroom playing video games on my Nintendo Switch. After playing 
games I went to the kitchen to grab a snack. I sat at the dining table and when I finished I washed 
my plate. While I was washing my plate, I looked out the window and saw a big swirl of sand. I live 
in a small town, so seeing a sand storm was normal for me. I finished washing my plate and then I 
went back to my room. I entered my room and I saw that my window was open and the curtains 
were being blown by this strong wind. All of my books and papers were all over my floor, I was confused and 
before  I could even process what was happening, my parents shouted my name. I went to the kitchen and 
found them standing by the door and there it was a tornado. It was moving faster and faster, blowing away all 
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the trees and destroying the town. I was frozen, I didn’t know what to do. All I could do was watch, watch the sky 
get darker, hear the sounds of people screaming, and the sound of the sirens. My mom pulled me inside the 
house and told me to go to the basement and to do research on tornadoes. I went to the basement but there 
was no connection, so I took a natural disasters book and found out that tornadoes can last for as long as three 
hours. My parents met me in the basement and closed the door. We had food and supplies but I noticed that my 
mom was injured, so my dad helped her. We stayed in the basement for 1 hour and the noise wasn’t as much. 
We went back to the kitchen and our furniture was all over the place, let’s just say the place was a mess. We 
went outside to check if everyone was alright and the ambulance came, luckily no one died but people did get 
injured. This was a very scary experience and I hope to never have it again. 

The Worst Thing That Could Happen 
Tapiwa 

Jacob has just finished moving into his new home, a two-story, three bedrooms house in Marie Town. His aunt 
and uncle are on a 2-year cruise around the world, and Jacob is house sitting. Marie Town is a small fishing town, 
with great weather and seafood, there are also lots of activities to do too. 

Jacob decided to go on a mini-tour of the house. He started with his uncle’s study. There were many interesting 
things in his study. Jacob’s uncle is an archaeologist. There was one item that piqued Jacob’s interest, it looked 
like an old calligraphy pen, it had beautiful gold designs all around, and there were words on it. Jacob decided to 
pick it up and take a closer look at what it said. Jacob read the words on the pen and said them out loud. 

“What’s the worst thing that could happen?”  

Jacob stares at it for a while then quickly loses interest. He put the pen in his pocket and went to take a nap. The 
pen started to vibrate and glow in his pocket. “Vrrrr, Vrrr, Vrrrrr” the pen vibrates so strongly that it fell out of 
Jacob’s pocket. It started rolling around the house, going upstairs, searching through drawers. Finally, the pen 
ends up in the study room, it seems it has found what it was looking for. A pile of paper. The pen hops onto the 
top paper and starts writing “What’s the worst thing that could happen In Marie Town?” 

The pen continues to write, “An intense and howling wind starts outside, and the sound wakes Jacob up.” 

“What is that noise?” Jacob wakes up to the sound of SWOOSHES and SWISHES. 

The pen vibrated, it seemed to be laughing wickedly, “ The wind kept intensifying and the sky darkened. Loud 
claps of thunder echoed in the distance, which scared Jacob and he peed in his pants a little.” 

“Why are my pants a bit wet,” As the wind blows he looks out the window. 

“A storm had begun, this was unusual because Marie Town’s weather was never this extreme. An unpredictable 
phenomenon had occurred, a destructive tornado. It whirls and twirls, it twists and curls and hurls everything in 
its path. Including Jacob’s car.” 

As Jacob was heading down the stairs and to the basement he saw his car get hurled away. A tear trickled down 
his cheek, he only had one month to go till he finished paying his 2-year contract.  

“Although Jacob tried to retreat to the basement, it wasn't there anymore, like it had just vanished. Panicking 
Jacob decided to go outside and outrun the tornado. As he was running the tornado was closing in and leaving a 
path of destruction behind it.” 

Jacob struggled while saying “Huff, puff, huff, huff, puff.”  

“Just as the tornado was about to suck up Jacob it went the other way. The tornado started going left and right, 
forwards and backward. After going left and right, forwards and backward the tornado finally sucked up Jacob 
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too. The tornado continued to wreak havoc in once peaceful Marie Town. In less than 20 minutes Marie Town 
was gone!” 

The only thing left was a desk, with a pile of paper and an ancient calligraphy pen that was glowing and 
vibrating. This mischievous pen began to write... 

 “What’s the worst thing that could happen to the world?.” 

The tornado of consequences 
Milla Leibbrandt - Context: I saw this poem as a metaphor as a warning for consequences. 

Skipping class, going out with my friends, and getting into usual trouble. Honestly, I couldn't care less. There 
haven't been any consequences yet hence I have been doing this for almost 2 years so this could be the least of 
my concerns. I heard sirens and looked back only to find a police officer driving at my side. I quickly positioned 
the stolen candy to make sure it did not look suspicious. The officer gave me a dirty look and asked, “Are you the 
mutt who keeps stealing stuff from shops?” My heart dropped to the pits of my stomach. I knew if I told the 
truth a tornado of consequences would come my way. Sheepishly I said, “ no sir that’s definitely not me. All of 
that is against my moral values.” He looked at me and told me to take my baggy hoodie off. ‘The day my 
immature actions would make a large tornado.’ As I dropped my hoodie, all the stolen goods fell out. Every. 
Single. One. The police officer looked at me and immediately wrestled me into handcuffs and I was taken to the 
police station.  I was sentenced to 4 years in jail. I talked to Mum about it and she told me,’ ‘Look what you've 
done. You created a tornado and one you can't escape. Instead of taking the precautions, you decided to enter 
the tornado out of naiveness and now you have to face the consequences.’ 

Grade 6 Sciences Classes  
Welcome Guest Speaker 
As part of our Grade 6 Sciences unit on Biology called ‘It’s Alive!’ our students 
have been studying adaptations and diversity of organisms with a special focus 
on Namibian native and endemic species. Do you know what all those words 
mean? Ask Grade 6! They are figuring it out in a big way.  

To go with our Criterion D Assessment Task, we have been looking at 
conservation and conservancies within Namibia and their impact on specific 
organisms. Moreover, how science has been impacting conservation activities to 
help preserve, save and help these wonderful creatures we have the privilege of 
being near in Namibia.  

On Monday and Friday last week we were lucky enough to welcome Juliane Zeidler from the World Wildlife Fund 
(WWF) as an expert to speak to us more about conservation efforts in Namibia, its history and more about what 
the WWF does. 

Did you know? 
Conservation is a cornerstone of the Namibian experience. Namibia was the first African country to incorporate 
protection of the environment into its constitution in 1990, and the government has reinforced this by giving its 
communities the opportunity and rights to manage their wildlife through communal conservation 
organisations, called conservancies. 

Today, over 43% of Namibia's total surface area is under some sort of conservation management - the most of 
any country in the world. This includes national parks and reserves, communal and commercial conservancies, 
community forests, and private nature reserves.  
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After Independence in 1990, visionary conservationists working within the field, along with the Ministry of 
Environment and Tourism enacted policy changes that allowed for rural communities to benefit from wildlife by 
forming conservancies. In 1998, the first four conservation organisations were registered. 

Today, there are more than 86 registered conservation organisations in Namibia. This industry accounts for 
the employment of one-in-four rural Namibians.  

Namibian people are living with wildlife, including predators and large mammals, and are managing their 
natural resources wisely. All the while, a lot of these conservancy programs are facilitating a remarkable 
recovery of wildlife. 

Namibia now boasts the largest free-roaming population of black rhinos and cheetahs in the world and is 
the only country with an expanding and 
growing population of free-roaming lions. 
Namibia's elephant population more than 
doubled between 1995 and 2008 from 7,500 to 
over 16,000 individuals. In 2020 this number 
has grown to 24,000! This remarkable 
turnaround has led some to call Namibia's 
conservation efforts the greatest African 
wildlife recovery story ever told. 

Thank you to Juliane for taking the time to visit 
with us and teach us so much about 
c o n s e r v a t i o n i n o u r g r e a t c o u n t r y . 
Undoubtedly inspiring future scientists and 
leaders in Namibia and beyond. 

Here is a link to Juliane’s Presentation on Conservation in Namibia 

Jeff Bonazzo - Grade 6 Science Teacher 

CAS Experiences 
 2021 XXI International Century School Conference - Moscow 
Last week Saturday, we (Olivia and Iuze) took part in the  2021 XXI International Century School conference 
which took place remotely and was themed ‘’International mindedness’’. The conference was aimed at global 
collaboration, so it was extended to schools all over the world. Windhoek International School was the only 
African school in the category we presented “The Importance of Community Service, Service as Action and CAS 
in an IB Education’’ for which we had the option to pre-record our presentations or be a live speaker. 

We were required to submit a short description of  the activity and category that  we would be presenting for 
the conference and soon after, the dates and proceedings of the conference followed. 

Our experience: 
My experience with this conference was wonderful. I am very glad that I chose to participate in the conference 
not only because i was exposed to other IB students and schools, but also because I was given the opportunity 
to share my CAS experience and work on my communication skills. I was able to learn a great deal about what 
other IB students are doing with regards to CAS in the current situation which gave me many ideas and inspired 
me because I was able to see the initiative that other students had taken even in this tough and constricting 
situation. I was also able to get some advice from second year IB students who had already completed their CAS 
and had shared their experiences and what they had learned throughout the programme. 
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Personally, I learned many things about the CAS aspect of the IB that I had not known before and I was inspired 
to further improve my own experiences and project. 
  
In preparation for the conference, I had pre-recorded my presentation and edited it before sharing it. That was a 
major step for me because I opened up about something that I have only recently begun to mention to people 
as I was afraid of what people would think and say, but I was also afraid of being judged for the thing that was 
my passion and hobby. 

Opening up about my experience gave me the confidence to be able to speak out about the things I love and 
gave me the strength to share my work with others (especially because I believe that it isn't the best). I received 
major support and praise for my achievement, which further allowed me to answer more questions regarding 
the experience. I was not as anxious about the presentation aspect of the conference, but more of the fact that 
others would see what I had been working on for a long time and took great pride in. 

All together, this experience was amazing and I would love to participate in something of the sort again. I 
learned a lot about myself and grew as a person because I had to go out of my comfort zone and speak up 
about something that I had kept locked up for many years. Thanks to previous experiences in public speaking 
such as MUN, I was able to effectively convey what my experience was in order to share it with others. 
— Olivia Shino 11 RF 
  
The Conference was an incredible experience. We were exposed to different perspectives and views and we as 
well had an insight on how IB schools around the world are tackling CAS, being that it is more challenging with 
the pandemic. Initially, the idea of thousands of people from literally all over the world watching us present and 
my choice of having a live presentation instead of a pre-recorded presentation made me super nervous, but the 
moment we were introduced to the hosts and students began presenting, the feeling subsided. 

 I presented one of my CAS experiences, a teenage lifestyle blog, The Teenage Odyssey.  

The blog is based on cultural and societal taboos swept under carpet topics. I presented the planning, the 
difficulties I faced, where exactly my blog is being read and the general idea behind the blog. I then read my first 
and most popular blog entry, which made the conference a whole lot more special, because it was the first time 
that I revealed my identity, as the blog has been anonymous and I read the one piece that has played a big role 
in shaping who I am today, in front of strangers, something that I never would have in million years imagined, 
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but me doing that showed the true beauty of CAS and how it has not only forced me to explore new activities 
and challenge myself but, it has made me grow more than I would have ever thought. 
  
Overall every presentation at the conference was unique to the presenters, it was something new, engaging and 
different from what I am used to. It made me grasp the true meaning of international-mindedness and global 
collaboration. The conference was worth every hour I spent on that Saturday Afternoon in front of my laptop 
and I would take part in a similar or the same conference over and over again. 
- Iuze Limbo 11RF 
  
I must congratulate Olivia and Iuze for representing WIS in such a positive and excellent way at the Moscow 
virtual conference. Mrs. Teresa Araujo 

International Women’s Day CAS Project 
Hello WIS community, 

Our names are Niitumwa, Tessa, and Amelie, and we are Grade 11 students at WIS. Our CAS group is doing a 
project on International Women’s Day. CAS stands for Creativity, Service, and Action, and is an essential part of 
the IB Diploma. International Women’s Day is on the 8th of March celebrating all the social, economic, and 
political achievements women have made in the past year around the world.  

Follow this link to find out more about International Women’s Day! 

We will be celebrating International 
Women’s Day by providing information 
on the accomplishments of women in the 
past year in Namibia and around the 
world and we will be selling International 
Women’s Day-themed t-shirts. All the 
profit made will be donated to a local 
organisation that focuses on the 
empowerment of young girls and 
women.  

Our T-shirts: 

Order a T-shirt here for $250!
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World Championship 
WIS Grade 10 student Mikhail Burger is currently at an elite training camp in the RSA. He shared a brief report 
on his experiences so far…  

So, I’ve been training at the Stellenbosch High 
Performance Facility for the last 5 days. 

I’ve been swimming around 4-5 hours a day - sharing a 
pool with some of the best swimmers in Africa if not the 
world. Some of these include Douglas Erasmus, and 
Tatjana Schoenmaker.  

I will be competing in the South Africa National Grand 
Prix this weekend, in multiple events, including 100m 
butterfly, 200IM, 200m butterfly and 50m backstroke 
(there are many others, but I would say those are my 
main events).  

I hope to be swimming a World Championship 
qualifying time.
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Calling All Swimmers and Athletes! 

Time to get involved. For all you tile counters challenge yourself with an 
epic and memorable experience. Kids mini-distance available. Enter Here 

W.O.R.D. 
Wihan Bruwer Grade 1J  

reading for WORD! 

https://events.otbsport.com/
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The Secondary IB Learner Profile Trait for the month of February is: 

Knowledgeable 
A KNOWLEDGABLE student explores concepts, ideas and issues that have local and 

global significance. In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop 
understanding across a broad and balanced range of disciplines. IB students are 

extraordinarily well prepared for the academic requirements of university coursework. 

Guess what? Students can also now nominate a teacher or staff member at WIS to be 
part of the IB Learner Profile acknowledgments.  

Students can send their nominations to Ms. Angie.

Tel:+264 61 241 783/ Fax: +264 61 264 777 - Scheppmann Street, Pioneers Park Ext. 1, Windhoek, Namibia/  WIS website/ Email: Reception 

http://www.wis.edu.na
mailto:reception@wis.edu.na
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