
The Oryx Issue 207 12 March 2021

FROM THE DIRECTOR 
Scholarships 
We were very proud to introduce a scholarship programme in 2018.  Four learners 
joined WIS from a local government school.  Amazingly, they will be graduating from 
WIS in just a matter of weeks after three and a half years here. Where has the time 
gone? 

Four more scholars joined us in January 2019.  We anticipated welcoming four more 
in 2020 (though in August, not January) but the pandemic put paid to that idea. 

But now we are back on track and I have been liaising this week with government 
schools in Windhoek.  Applications should be received by the end of this month, the 
applicants will sit exams on a Saturday in April, and thereafter a panel will interview 
the finalists.  Offers will be made in late April or early May and the new scholars will 
join the school in August. 

(Please note that learners currently enrolled at WIS are not eligible to apply for 
scholarships.)

Peter MacKenzie 
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Dates to Remember  

March 2021 

• 12: End of Term 3 

• 22: Public Holiday  

• 23: Start of Term 4 

• 23: Gr. 9 - 12 Photo-Day 

• 24: Gr. 2 - 5 Photo-Day 

• 25: Gr. 6- 8 Photo-Day 

• 26: EY 1 - Gr.1 Photo-Day 

WIS PTA Annual General Meeting 

Please note that the AGM will take  
place on Tuesday 13th April at 18:00. 

More details will follow.

https://www.instagram.com/windhoekinternationalschool/
https://www.facebook.com/WindhoekInternationalSchool/
https://twitter.com/WIS_NAM
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PRIMARY PRINCIPAL  
MAP Growth (Measures of Academic Progress) tests will be administered to Grades 1 - 5 after the March Break. 
The purpose of these tests is to determine your child’s instructional level and measure the growth in student 
learning over time. The results will provide teachers with information about what students are ready to learn 
now.  
 
Here’s an overview of the testing timeline: 

All of the classes will have a practice session with the relevant MAP test just before taking the test. The practice 
session enables the children to familiarise themselves with the process and the kinds of questions that are 
asked.  

How can I help prepare my child for the test?  
It isn’t possible or necessary to study for these tests. As with any school day, it is important that your child is 
well-rested, eats breakfast and arrives at school by 7:20. Please encourage your children to do their best on the 
tests, to take their time and not to rush. The tests aren’t timed and finishing first does not mean the child is the 
best or has done well on the test. 

When will I receive my child’s results? 
Once all of the students have completed the tests and the teachers have had time to review the results, you will 
receive a Family Report.  A virtual parent information session to explain the report will be held after the reports 
have been shared with you. For more information about MAP Growth, here’s a link to the Parent Toolkit. The 
Family Guide to MAP Growth, found on this site, may be of particular interest.  

I wish you and your children a restful, relaxing and fun week’s holiday. 

Regards, 
Beth Smith 

PYP Newsletter 
Dear Parents, 
Please enjoy the IB PYP Newsletter for Unit of inquiry 4. Click here to view the Newsletter.  

Avril van Zyl 

Sharing Learning; Grade 5 passions  
Grade 5: Unit of Inquiry 3 was an exploration through the Transdisciplinary theme of:  
 HOW WE EXPRESS OURSELVES 
  

Page 2

Grades Grades Grades

23 - 25 March Grade 1 - 5 Reading

29 March - 1 April Grade 1 - 5
Grade 4

Mathematics
Language

6 - 9 April Grade 3, 5
Grade 1 - 5

Language
Makeups

https://www.nwea.org/parent-toolkit/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YLpuQzAWtMBGrEek7wgIvCt2RFdy5cgQdNxqgzJBYzM/edit#
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An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; 
the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic. 

Central Idea: People communicate their passions through the creative arts. 
Key Concepts: Function, Connection and Perspective 
Lines of Inquiry:  
• How I can communicate my passion 
• How others understand my passion  
• What my passion means to me 

The Grade 5 students embarked on a creative journey of discovering their passions and ways and means to 
communicate their passions creatively. During this unit the students experienced a lot of collaboration and 
support from various teachers.  

Thanks goes to Ms. Laura (Visual Art), Ms. Junelle (Drama) and Ms. Michelle (Music), our school arts experts, who 
shared their experiences and understanding of the arts with the students in an Arts creative workshop. Students 
took an interest and passion like basketball, gaming, or horses and tried to find a creative medium that suited 
them to communicate this passion. Mr. D. helped students to use the technology platform of Google Sites so 
students could create their own page to archive their creative journey and process. Ms. Jane, Ms. Richenda, Mr. 
G. and Ms. Annie guided the students into identifying their passion and creating curiosity questions that 
students could take and research further.  

This collaboration paid off as students created and produced their own creative passion pop up exhibit to share 
with the school community - primary students. Some of these exhibitions included a Visual Arts exhibit with a 
student created reflection form so students could receive feedback from the audience, filmed drama and 
musical performances where groups of primary students visited in different locations around the school and 
asked questions and gave feedback to the grade 5 students. This was recorded along the way. A passion website 
has been created by each class to now share their passion process with their parents and now with the wider 
community. This being a great platform to respond to the current climate and still be able to share our students’ 
learning and get our students' message out there.  

These sites are being shared with you. We would appreciate your taking time to see the learning journey of 
Grade 5 and give them feedback. 

Click links below: 
Grade 5J Passion Site 
Grade 5A Passion Site 
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Photos below of Grade 5 Creative Art sWorkshop.

Students were identifying which art 
medium they preferred to 

communicate their passion.

Visual Arts

This was a collaborative process with 
the support of the Arts specialist 

teachers. 

Music groups

Students chose from Visual Art, 
drama or music. 

 

Drama

https://sites.google.com/wis.edu.na/5jpassion/home
https://sites.google.com/wis.edu.na/gr5a202021/home
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Mr. Spider’s Adventures  
#1: The Plane Ride By: Carolyn Stein, Grade 5A 

It’s so crowded! Mr. Spider thought, walking through the busy airport. Mr. Spider was an adventurous spider. 
He had been to many places and seen many things. But now he was going to do something bigger. Mr. Spider 
was going to go on a plane! He was going to visit his cousin. He ran fast and carefully, being careful to avoid the 
people-feet. As he ran, he heard lots of snips of conversations. 

“Come on! We’re going to be late!” 
“Fiona, you already bought so many snacks.” 
“I’m soooooooooooooo bored.” 
“When are we gonna get on the plane, Daddy?” 

An hour later, Mr. Spider boarded the plane. He quickly skittered across the floor, so people wouldn’t see him. If 
someone saw him, they would squish him with their foot. He hid under a seat and waited for the airplane to take 
off.  

In a few minutes, the plane started to drive until it flew in the air. It was so noisy! “It’s so loud!” said Mr. Spider. 
Unfortunately, the person sitting above Mr. Spider was kicking their legs. Mr. Spider backed up against the small 
brown paper bag under the seat so he would not get kicked. By backing up, he touched a piece of paper. It said: 

Dear Yvonne, 
I have put the Thing in the bag. I hope that you find the Thing useful. Have a lovely airplane ride to Brazil 
XOXO, Grandma Sallie 

Mr. Spider wondered what the Thing was. The letter said that the Thing was in the bag, so Mr. Spider started to 
climb into the brown paper bag near him. Once he got to the top, he leaned over to see inside. But then five of 
his legs fell in! He struggled to get up, but he fell in.  

The inside of the bag was not too big and not too small. There was a bag of candy and a small book. He read the 
title: How to Speak Portuguese: A Beginner’s Guide 

That was the Thing! A book of how to speak Portuguese. People spoke Portuguese in Brazil. But why would 
Grandma Sallie call it the Thing? Thought Mr. Spider, but then the answer came to him. It was a surprise! That 
was why Grandma Sallie referred to the book as the Thing. Now that Mr. Spider knew what the Thing was, he 
wanted to get out of the bag. He tried to climb out but he couldn’t. “Oh, no”, he said sadly. When would Mr. 
Spider get out? 

It was a long flight, so Mr. Spider ate the bag of candy. It wasn’t his normal food, but it could do. Soon he fell 
asleep. Two hours later Mr. Spider woke up to a loud scream. “Spider!” yelled a little girl. Mr. Spider was looking 
up at a girl with a ponytail and big brown eyes. He was scared. Would she squish him? Mr. Spider noticed that it 
was quiet. The airplane had landed! 

The girl tipped over the bag so she could see Mr. Spider, and he saw the perfect escape. If he walked up the bag 
towards the girl, she might drop it on the ground and he could climb out. Perfect! He made steps so he would 
know what to do: 

Step one: Climb to the top of the bag 
Step two: Scare the little girl 
Step three: Let the girl drop the bag 
Step four: Get out of the bag 
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Easy enough, he thought. He could pull it off. He climbed towards the girl… and it worked! He growled and she 
dropped him. He climbed out of the bag when it reached the floor. Mr. Spider ran off towards the exit. But when 
he was almost there, someone saw him. “Aaah!” yelled Mr. Spider, desperately trying to get to the exit. The man 
that saw him lifted up his foot. Mr. Spider ran just before the man could squish him. He was safe! 

Mr. Spider made his way out of the plane, thankful that he was still alive. As he walked into the airport, he was 
happy. He had survived getting killed-two times! He exited the airport, looking at the beautiful sunset. Feeling 
content, he walked away to find his cousin’s little home.  

The End… 

Stay tuned for more Mr. Spider stories!!!! 

Carolyn Stein hopes that you enjoyed this story. 

SECONDARY PRINCIPAL  
An opportunity to reflect - an opportunity to set goals  
Three Way Conferences 
On the 11th March we had our first face to face conferences since March last year. It was great to see so many 
parents and their children walking around campus. We had an unexpected number of parents and students sign 
up, which is a good sign that these conferences are something that we all benefit from. Thank you to everyone 
involved - the students, the parents and the teachers - for taking the time to have conversations.  

The aim of these conferences was to set goals and for students to have an opportunity to reflect on their 
learning so far. I would appreciate any feedback parents and students have with regard to this and how we can 
possibly improve in the future.  

HERE is a form that I would appreciate if you could complete for us. The more 
feedback we get, the more conclusive can our planning be for the next opportunity to 
meet.  

It is essential for all involved to have conversations about learning. We hope that these 
conversations continue in a positive and constructive manner with parents at home, 
but also in school with students talking to each other or with their teachers on ways to 
grow. This is what puts us apart from many traditional institutions, where learning is a 

mere process that is followed. We try to reflect on learning and in that way be able to set goals: our teachers for 
their teaching, and our learners for their learning - and all of us for our growth.  

I wish you all a positive break and some time to spend with each other.  

Regards, 
Maggie Reiff 
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Grade 6 Poetry Unit 
Last week the Grade 6 group read and discussed Lewis Carroll’s "Jabberwocky" , a masterpiece of linguistic 
inventiveness!  

They enjoyed researching the meaning of the words, exploring the moral, and finally completing the task of 
writing a front page newspaper article on the story told in the Jabberwocky. 

Isabeau Bezuidenhout 

The Jabberwocky’s been slain! 
On April 21st, 1:16 pm, yesterday, young Eric Applewhite killed the terrible Jabberwocky.  

You heard me, fourteen year old Eric killed the Jabberwocky with only four quick swipes of his vorpal sword! 
 
Having succeeded where many brave knights have failed, Eric immediately 
went home to tell his father, the town’s blacksmith. Eric’s father was so 
proud of his son for slaying the monster that had terrorised the town for 
over 200 years. 

Eric told his father that he had seen the Jabberwock right after sitting under 
the TumTum tree.  
Which leaves the question- is the tree good luck or bad luck? 

Kiera Alvarey - Grade 6JB) 
The beast has been slain! 
It has teeth, it has claws, it lurks around in the shadows… We have all been warned about the notorious 
Jabberwocky, but is it still alive? 

A young boy, aged 15, named Harry has encountered and slain the most ferocious best in Erelandia at around 
11pm on the 23rd of June 1673! 

With “jaws that bite, the claws that catch” the Jabberwocky roamed the forest of whispers and ruled with an iron 
fist. The beast induced fear in the citizens of Erelandia for more than a decade.  
 
A young boy now claims that he has slain the infamous 
Jabberwocky. He has returned home with the head of the beast. “I 
will use its head as a trophy and drink its blood as juice,” Harry 
said. His father is very pleased with his son’s bravery. 

Harry had gone out into the Forest of Whispers, seeking the beast. 
He arrived at the TumTum tree and found it. “One,two, one, two! 
And through and through the vorpal blade went snicker-snack.” 

Finally the beast is dead, but other horrendous, ferocious beasts 
lurk in the Forest of Whispers. Harry still has some deeds to do, he 
believes! 

Mark Tibazarwa - Grade 6HM 
 
Young hero slays the legendary Jabberwocky! 
Many people have reported a child slaying the legendary beast, known as the Jabberwocky. 
The child took his sharp vorpal sword, bravely entered the forest and went to the TumTum tree where the beast 
was resting.  
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The beast came whiffling at him and the boy swung his sword and decapitated the mighty 
beast. Villagers report him carrying the head of the Jabberwocky to town. The mayor 
announced that on February 16, we now celebrate International Jabberwocky day, to 
celebrate a young hero that slayed a legendary beast.  

He might have made his father proud, but there are still more beasts out there, like the 
Jubjub and the notorious Bandersnatch.  

Darius Swart - Grade 6HM 

Grade 7 Poetry 
For Grade 7 Poetry the students were asked what could possibly influence their 
thinking and writing, as we often find poets and writers who write about their 
inherent interests like war, love, childhood memories etc. The students were asked to create their own poem 
about what they feel influence who they are. Please enjoy some of our students' poetry! 

Ms. Angie 

Z my BFF - Daniella Prinsloo 
As funny as she can be, 
She works all day next to me, 
She listens to my annoying voice, 
And helps me make a choice. 
She helps me stay awake, 
And fixes my mistake, 
At break fooling around like a monkey, 
She makes it more funky, 
In class keeping me on track, 
And making me unpack. 

Like a dog follows me around, 
And makes a little sound, 
Caring and sharing for her supplies, 
She keeps all eyes on me to my surprise. 

Older Sister - Abigail Segamwenge  
I want to be just like you. 
Every single thing you say and do. 
Stunning as the glittering ocean. 
So I wanted to be just like you. 

These feelings that I have 
Began when we were young. 
Wanting to talk like you 
But biting my own tongue. 

I never meant to annoy you, 
I would have stopped if I knew. 
I just wanted to be close 
Do things as you do. 

I wanted to fit in, 
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Be just like her. 
But it was hard for me to 
I am younger. 

And on this day 
I’ve realised 
Our beauty is different  
It comes from the inside. 

To sum it all up 
I want to be just like you. 
Accepting others  
And caring too. 

I don’t want to lose myself, 
Trying to be you. 
But I strive to love and smile 
Just like you do. 

Corona poem - Kamillus Jagla 
To wear a mask 
 is one of the tasks  

To fight the virus spreading  
Social distancing is heading 
Wash your  hands regular  
Is now in our curricular  

Danger is coming! - Kiara v.d.Westhuizen 
They say Danger is on his way 
He will kill before you can pray 

You must hide in your home  
and not leave until he stops to roam  

We can only leave to get essentials 
Or read the towns credentials 

We must wear the best armour 
Just to go to a barber 

If Danger catches you without protection  
He could lead you to deaths direction 

Don’t trust anyone, danger could be lurking in their eyes 
Then you’ll have a scary surprise 
And that is the most we can advise

CAS Projects in the Making  
For a Better Future: Ongoing Project “Tutoring at P.A.Y. Namibia” 

It is certain that the Covid-19 pandemic has negatively impacted our education system as a whole. However, as 
Grade 12 WIS students, we realise the incredible privilege we have had in many aspects of school, such as: 
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conducting our learning online, counting on the 
unconditional support of our teachers, and having 
access to various forms of information such as school 
books and internet-based resources. Consequently, we 
thought a lot about how difficult it must have been for 
the less privileged students in Windhoek to keep up 
with their school work and practice/study. We wanted 
to contribute to our community in this sense, and 
therefore, decided that we would want to allocate 
some of our time to try to ease the learning process of 
less privileged students during the Corona Virus 
pandemic.  

We went to the PAY (Physically Active Youth) Namibia centre, and worked there for our 
CAS project. We helped the young children with their homework and classes and did 
our best to teach them the things they either did not understand or had some trouble 
with. Every Friday was designated as a “life-skills class” where we would play fun 
games or do artistic activities. The first week, we asked the kids to create a poster 
which they could use to describe their personalities. We provided them with paint and 
glitter and allowed them to create whatever they wished. The children enjoyed this 
activity and it allowed us to all get to know each other a bit better. 

Overall, this experience turned out to be a learning curve for us too. We required some 
patience, especially when it came to working with the younger students, as they would 
get distracted frequently which resulted in having to explain concepts several times, 
something we were not used to as we had not had any teaching experience prior to this 
project. Nonetheless, we enjoyed many positive outcomes. We bonded with the children 
at PAY on a deeper level, were able to establish new friendships, and most importantly, 
we believe our attempt to aid their learning experience during Covid-19 was generally 
successful, a goal we kept in mind. 

On behalf of María De La Paz-Nápoles, Lené  and Victor Liebenberg,  

Mrs. Teresa 
 

Celebrating power in unity 
We often reflect and share the learning of our students in our Oryx articles. 
Today I’d like to share my experience of collaborative learning I’ve had 
over the past couple of months as a teacher. Ms. Isabeau has been an 
amazing teacher and collaborator during our Grade 6 English classes. 
Initially, the reason Ms. Isabeau started co-teaching was to offer support 
for our EAL learners. The teaching relationship has blossomed into a 
powerful experience where our students have flourished through a hands 
on and holistic approach to learning. 

Through assisting each other to teach our students, it has become 
increasingly evident how working together to reach our goals is key to 
success. Teaching with Ms. Isabeau has created a safe place to share ideas 
and find creative solutions to challenges that we faced. Together we 
generated an excellent balance of creativity and structure, and we had a lot 
of fun in the process too! Here we are, celebrating power in unity. 

Kate Matzopoulos 
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Christopher Aiff CAN Donation 
The Christopher Aiff Football tournament is an annual event in memory of one 
of our graduate students, Christopher Aiff, who’s life was lost to cancer in May 
2013. The WIS community has always been involved in the Cancer Association 
of Namibia’s funding drives. The 5-a-side soccer tournament is something we 
embark upon in celebration of Chris’ memory as an opportunity to have fun, 
build community spirit, raise awareness and some funds for CAN as well.  

Like every year the tournament was set to take place in February 2020, 
however due to unforeseen circumstances, like a flooded field and a global 
pandemic we had several postponements almost every month leading up to 
the cancellation of the tournament. After careful consideration we officially 
cancelled the 2020 Chris Aiff memorial cup in October 2020. Although it was a 
disappointment to many, we thought the safety and health of the teams and 
students as most important. 

Despite the tournament being cancelled most teams were generous to donate their entry fees. We are grateful 
to the following teams: Westlane Eagles, Westlane Bulls, FC Zimstars, ECOSOC, Fishrot FC. 

Even though the circumstances were giving us all the reasons to give up, we continued planning ahead with a 
positive mindset. In the end as a result of great teamwork we achieved one of our objectives which was to raise 
funds for the Cancer Association of Namibia and this we believe will lift off a burden and bring a smile to a 
family who desperately is in need of financial assistance. All the hours invested into organising this event did not 
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go in vain, we achieved something great. Along with last year’s team funds, we managed to raise a total of 
N$16,680.00 which was donated to CAN. It was such an honour to be a part of something that gives back to the 
community. According to the Chief Executive Officer of CAN Mr. Rolf Hansen, some of the funds that we raised 
will be used to cater to the needs of children from less privileged backgrounds whose parents aren't able to 
afford their medical treatments.  

The one thing we learned was that even though the future seems so dark and uncertain, never give up, push 
through every challenge life throws at you because you never know what lies on the other side. Had we given up 
organising the tournament, we could not have raised such an amount of money. We chose to continue and we 
achieved this much. 

Tanatswa, Tuundjakuje, Graigory, Henrick, and Priya, Grade 12
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W.O.R.D. 
Ada Führing Grade 1J  

reading for WORD! 
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