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FROM THE DIRECTOR 
WIS IGCSE Update 
Last week I informed the community that the IB had issued revised results for the 
students who gained Diplomas this year. I also noted that revised grades from 
Cambridge were imminent.  We now have them. 

IGCSE 
Over the past ten years we have received 2,584 subject results (each student usually 
sits 8, 9 or 10 subjects). Student work is assessed on an A to G scale with A* being 
awarded to particularly excellent achievements. Of our two and a half thousand 
results, 23% have been A or A* and 71% have been A*-C. 

This year we received 249 subject results. Of these, 26% were A or A* and nearly four 
out of five (79%) were A*-C.  One student gained a remarkable eleven (11) x A*. 

A* A* A* A* A* A* A* A* A* A* A* 

Congratulations to all our successful students, their proud parents and, of course, 
their teachers! 

Stay safe. 

Peter MacKenzie 

PRIMARY PRINCIPAL  
The Heroes Among Us 
Wednesday was Heroes Day in Namibia and I’ve been thinking about the meaning of 
the word hero. It can mean different things to different people. The Merriam 
Webster dictionary defines a hero as "a person who is admired for great or brave 
acts or fine qualities".  The Cambridge dictionary’s definition includes: a person who 
is admired for having done something very brave or having achieved something 
great; someone who you admire very much.” I’ve heard the phrase Modern Day 
Hero which adds someone who makes a difference in the world, to the traditional 
definition of a hero. 

I wrote about this topic in May but I feel it bears repeating during this period of 
remote learning. Everybody is somebody’s hero. It’s important during this 
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unprecedented time that we recognise the heroes among us in remote learning. We all have had to adapt to the 
challenges and changes brought on by the pandemic and have been required to be more responsible for 
learning than ever anticipated.  

The students are taking on responsibility for their learning. They are showing up for and participating in Google 
Meets or Zoom meetings. These meetings can be daunting for some children because they just want to see their 
friends in person and not in a box on the screen. The students are further developing their ability to reflect and 
explain their reasoning as shown in the work they post on Seesaw. They are keeping a positive attitude. 

Parents continue to be supportive at home, ensuring your children have internet access, a device to participate 
in virtual meetings and helping your children to be organised with the week’s learning. You make the time to 
come to school to collect the week’s learning pack for your children and you take an interest in your children’s 
work posted on Seesaw. Thank you for all you are doing to make this as positive an experience for your children 
as is possible. 

Last but certainly not least, the teachers and EAs have continued to embrace this challenge with a positive, 
caring, thoughtful attitude. I wish parents could see the behind the scenes of all the preparation, time, 
conversations and energy the teachers and EAs are putting into creating a positive learning experience for your 
children. Their care and devotion is to be commended. 

Thank you to all for being the heroes of remote learning. 

Parent Information Sessions 
Thank you to the parents who have been able to participate in the parent information sessions. The 
conversations, information and feedback have been helpful. For your planning here are the topics for the 
upcoming sessions: 

• Wednesday, 2 September - Primary Mathematics 
• Wednesday, 9 September - Online Safety 

As requested during this past Wednesday’s session, an email reminder with the link for the meeting will be sent 
on Wednesday morning. 

Assembly 
Here is the link for this week’s remote learning assembly: Remote learning Assembly - 28 August 2020

Regards, 
Beth Smith 

SECONDARY PRINCIPAL  
Reflections on the first weeks of the new academic year… 
We had our weekly Parent Information Session on Thursday night. It is appreciated that more and more parents 
participate in these sessions. This gives us all the opportunity to reflect on what we are doing and also to 
connect with the community and explain what we are doing and get feedback. 
  
The biggest concern from parents is the amount of screen time 
our children have daily. This is certainly something to take into 
consideration and we are addressing that in the makeup of our 
lessons. We all currently seem like having some kind of ‘screen 
fatigue’ and we all need to actively work out strategies to address 
this. With our approach to teaching and learning and the way 
lessons are currently structured, the time learners spend in front 
of the device can be and should be limited and monitored.  

Page 2

https://youtu.be/FPR49I4_BMQ


The Oryx Issue 185 28 August 2020

At the start of each lesson, students and teachers check in with each other. We have decided that we want 
everyone to have their cameras on during these check ins - it enables a more authentic connection. During most 
of the rest of the lesson, students should be working on tasks that are intended to be ‘hands-on’, i.e. not 
necessarily needing a device all the time. Only at the end of each lesson will the class come together again to 
review the lesson and students should then have the opportunity to ask any questions they still have. In this 
way, we hope that kids do not spend most of the lesson/day on their devices.  

It is, however, a known fact that many kids spend time on their devices playing games or busy with other 
activities that are not necessarily part of their learning. These activities should be monitored by parents as they 
are in school, when students work on their devices. This is probably the most challenging part of being able to 
responsibly use screen time - to use if sensibly for creative work and for learning. 

Our appeal to parents therefore is to come to an agreement about the amount of “additional” screen time your 
child should be having. Most important is probably that there is an atmosphere of trust that children work 
online without playing and that they play when it is playtime. And that is the most difficult self management skill 
to acquire - not to be tempted to use the device for “other” things and learning to use the device as a tool and 
not be hooked on it too much.  

Another aspect that needs to be addressed in normal 
class work as well as in the tasks that are submitted 
remotely at the moment, is academic honesty - doing 
work with integrity and making sure that students only 
hand in work that is their own. This is not a new 
challenge, integrity and honesty becomes even more 
important now, when there is no ‘big brother watching’ 
when students do their work. When an atmosphere or 
trust and respect exists, students will be more inclined 
to submit work that is their own and shows their 
learning.  

Another aspect of our communication efforts that is appreciated and was 
mentioned as part of the feedback is the summaries of their child’s 
weekly progress parents get via Google Classroom. These enable parents 
to have an overview and the opportunity to address their child’s progress 
on a weekly or even daily basis. This addresses another of our ATL skills - 
Communication Skills and is an important piece in the learning process.  

Together, we can ensure that our education equips our children with the 
necessary tools to be able to manage themselves and their own life in a 
way that is healthy and ethical.  

Regards, 
Maggie Reiff 

Why is grammar important? 
Starting off the year by making sure the Gr. 8 students fully understand the importance of grammar in the 
English language has been a focus the past two weeks. The students were posed with the following question: Is 
it important to know the grammar aspects to be able to speak and write in the English language? I have been 
amazed by our students’ critical thinking in answering the above-mentioned question. 
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Tiancheng He 
Let’s start off with a joke 

A panda walks into a cafe. He orders a sandwich, eats 
it, then draws a gun and proceeds to fire it at the 
other patrons. 

"Why?" asks the confused, surviving waiter amidst 
the carnage, as the panda makes towards the exit. 

The panda produces a badly punctuated wildlife 
manual and tosses it over his shoulder. "Well, I'm a 
panda," he says. "Look it up." 

The waiter turns to the relevant entry in the manual 
and, sure enough, finds an explanation. "Panda. 
Large black-and-white bear-like mammal, native to 
China. Eats, shoots, and leaves." 

Yes, this is just a joke, pandas can’t actually come to a restaurant and kill everyone with a gun. But, this also 
proves the importance of grammar. Grammar is used to connect words together, like threads that connect 
beads, so different meanings that are presented by the words can connect to each other and therefore make 
sense. In this sense, without grammar, most sentences wouldn’t mean anything, so people could receive the 
wrong information, like the story above(though it is yet grammatically correct). If I say something like “I dog 
food eat” it could mean I am eating the dog as food, or it could mean I am watching the dog eating food, or it 
could even mean I am eating dogfood. This is when grammar actually helps us in real life. Though grammar 
could be confusing and disgusting in tests and classes, in fact we need their help every day. Without grammar, 
sentences will be incoherent and weird, and we cannot  
even communicate between ourselves. 

The joke which I found: 
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/importance-grammar-punctuation-spelling-gregg-macmillan 

Gerhard Fischer-Buder 
I think that good grammar is key to English Literature. Imagine trying to build a house with wood but no nails, 
screws, or glue. How would the structure hold together? It wouldn’t. It would fall to pieces. That’s what it’s like 
to speak in English without proper grammar. Each sentence is just a jumbled pile of words! English grammar is 
one of the most important elements of your language study. Correct grammar is your key to speaking English 
fluently and confidently. Knowing your grammar will help you avoid errors that make your English sound 
strange to native speakers. But there are certain situations in which English grammar is especially important. 
For example, if you’re going for a job interview in an English-speaking country, the employer will be interested 
in the quality of your spoken and written English. In fact, in a recent survey of U.K. job recruiters, 50% said that 
bad spelling and grammar was the biggest reason they would dislike an application.  

Maeot Abeje 
Well, is it? I think while speaking it’s not important. As long as you understand what the person is saying it’s not 
mandatory. The reason is that normally when you speak you don’t necessarily hear the explicit grammar words 
e.g. their/there but you only hear the message that is being said. You should still try your best to use proper 
grammar.  But when it comes to writing I think it’s an important aspect. When writing you are putting all your 
thoughts on paper, so the reader needs to understand what you are writing.  

If you write down “Is that you’re pencil case?” It won’t make sense because the sentence is kind of saying that 
you are the pencil case and it’s not showing possession of your pencil case. It should be corrected to “Is that 
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your pencil case?” It can help the reader’s comprehension. If you don’t have good grammar in writing it may be 
difficult for you to express your thoughts and ideas. 

In conclusion, while speaking it’s not important at all, but when it comes to writing it’s a necessity.  

Salome Rey 
In writing, having good grammar is one of the most important points. If you don’t have good grammar, your 
sentences often end up not making sense or being boring. For example: “Let’s go eat, Grandma” and “Let’s go 
eat Grandma”. Those two sentences have completely different meanings, one indicates that the grandchildren 
want to go eat so they are calling their grandmother, and the other indicates that they want to eat their 
grandmother. 

In speaking, your grammar is still important, to use the tenses correctly, but not so much for the aspect of 
spelling. For example, if I say: “The kids over their are having a lot of fun.” Nobody will notice the difference 
between “there” and “their”. But if you say “I didn’t went to the museum yesterday!” This sentence is incorrect 
and you will embarrass yourself by saying this. 

Gratitude Journal 
The secondary school has started to incorporate weekly journaling for our students, which is called our 
‘Gratitude Journal’. The students have been asked to write about what they are grateful for on a weekly basis 
and this is mostly done by hand. We are finding ourselves in these uncertain and socially distant times, and we 
feel that this could help, not only our students but also anyone from our WIS community. This can promote 
positive thinking which will help boost your mood and attitude towards life. Research shows that keeping a 
journal could improve physical and mental health. It promotes your happiness and lessens the likelihood of 
becoming depressed.  

There are many other advantages to this journal. As part of the WIS team, we would like to make sure we are 
able to put strategies in place to help our students, especially those finding things challenging in any case. Our 
students’ emotional well-being is very important to us and by teaching them that it is important that happiness 
is not about getting everything you want but appreciating everything you have, will definitely produce grounded 
people throughout their lives. 

Please find a few examples of what the Gr. 8 students have been grateful for so far: 

Angie Janse van Rensburg

Page 5



The Oryx Issue 185 28 August 2020

Page 6

W.O.R.D. 
Gr. 8AJ reading for 20 mins during an  

online meet. 
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